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John Yeardley and his Travels. 
(Continued from page 250.) 

“At Eppendorf he had been cheered by a 
visit from Benjamin Seebohm and Jobn Snow- 
don, from Bradford, who informed him that a 
committee from the Yearly Meeting were on 
their way to Pyrmont. This was to him most 
welcome news, and the Friends reached Pyr- 
mont almost as soon as he did ; but though their 
company was so cordial to his mind, their pres- 
ence did not relieve him from the burden of re 
ligious exercise which he began to feel on behalf 
of the members of the Society in that place, as 
soon as he took up his residence amongst them. 

“Diary.—‘ Seventh Month 16th.—The Com- 
mittee from the Yearly Meeting, viz: Josiah 
Forster, Joseph Marriage, and Peter Bedford— 
have visited the families of Friends here, and 
attended the Preparative Meeting which was 
held on First-day last. Things here appear to 
be very low every way among those who profess 
with us; yet there are a few sincere-hearted to 
whom I already begin to feel closely united in 
spirit, 

“*From the time of my arrival until First-day 
last, I do not remember ever to have been more 
oppressed in mind. I could, ifI dared, almost 
have wished myself in England again, for I 
feared I should not be able to obtain any relief. 
I went to meeting on First day in fear and trem- 
bling; but, as is sometimes the case, it proved 
better than I had expected. When we are 
stripped of all help but what comes from the 
Lord alone, it is then that He delights most to 
help us. Through the acceptable assistance of 
my friend, B. Seebohm, I was enabled to com- 
municate what came before me, and the great 
dread which I had always had of speaking 
through an interpreter was mercifully removed, 
for which I was truly thankful. “The three 
Friends were favored most instructively to labor 
in the meeting for business. They are now gone 
to Minden ; I feel tenderly united to their spirits 
in much love.’ 

“John Yeardley’s residence was at Frieden- 
thal,a hamlet about a mile from the town of 
Pyrmont. In a letter to his brother he thus 
describes the situation of the place, and his own 
comfortable accommodation : 
















































“* My mother inquires as to my mode of liv- 
ing, and if I have comfortable accommodations. 
Please to tell her that I am provided for in a 
way which is exceedingly agreeable to me. I 
have a large, airy sitting-room with three win- 
dows, and a bed-room adjoining, situated, on 
one side, under the shelter of a wood, and the 
other opens to a beautiful and romantic dale. 
The mode of cooking is just as I would wish it ; 
I am only anxious sometimes that my very kind 
friends of the house are too much concerned for 
my help and comfort. It seems scarcely pos- 
sible to find an outward situation more suited 
to my wishes. When I have studied in the 
house, I take my books in suitable weather into 
the wood, and there walk and read and think. 
It is true I am sometimes very flat for want of 
company ; but if I incline to go to Pyrmont, 
they are always pleased to see me, and would 
willingly have me always with them.— (Second 
Month 17th, 1823), 

“ Very soon after his arrival at Pyrmont, John 
Yeardley entered into active service in behalf 
of the Gospel. In what religious state he found 
the people towards whom he had so long been 
attracted in spirit, and how he was enabled to 
preach to them the word of Life, is exhibited in 
several entries in his Diary. 

“*Seventh Month 21st.— The Two-month’s 
Meeting was held at Minden; I went, along 
with several of my friends from here. The first 
sitting was very large, many coming in who do 
not usually attend. It was a very solid meeting ; 
I thought there was the good savor of an honest- 
hearted few to be felt among a mixed multitude. 
Such was the sweet, peaceful satisfaction I felt 
after this meeting, that I almost said in my 
heart: This is enough to repay me for setting 
my feet in Germany.’ ” 

“ About this time Thomas Shillitoe arrived 
in Germany, in the course of his religious visit 
on the Continent; and John Yeardley, on his 
return to Pyrmont, united with him in a visit 
to the families of Friends belonging to that 
meeting. 

“* Eighth Month 13th.—My feelings are this 
morning deeply discouraged. I am entering on 
a visit to the families here with my dear friend, 
T. S., whose company I have had since the 
twenty-third ult. This service is to me a very 
important one. It is an easy matter to say to 
a brother ora sister, “ Be comforted, be strength- 
ened,” but it is no light matter to dip so feel- 
ingly into the state of our fellow-mortals, as to 
feel as though we could place our soul in their 
soul’s stead, in order that they might be strength- 
ened and comforted.’ 

“In conjunction with Thomas Shillitoe he pro- 

to the Friends, as only one meeting was 
held on First-days, to have one in the evening 
for religious reading, holding it at Friedensthal 
in the summer, and at Pyrmont in the winter. 
The proposal was immediately complied with, 
and the institution proved a valuable auxiliary 
to the edification of the members. 

“* Eighth Month 25th.—The reading meeting 
this evening has been a precious season ; O, how 
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all spirits were melted together! May the bless- 
ing of the Lord rest upon this humble endeavor 
as a means of bringing us nearer to himself. 

“ ©28th.— Our English Friends [Benjamin 
Seebohm and John Snowdon], have taken their 
departure. I feel a little solitary, but I think it 
a great favor to be preserved from a wish to go 
with them; nothing will do for me but entire 
resignation to the Lord’s will and work. Little 
did I think when I left my home in England, 
that a work of this sort awaited me in Germany 
—indeed, I came blind in the Gospel; I knew 
nothing ; but now I see such a field of labor if 
I am faithful : how shall it ever be accomplished ? 
O, prepare me, dearest Lord, for without thy 
heavenly hand to assist me I must faint. O, 
may I ever seek thy counsel, and be thou pleased 
to lead me step by step, and give strength ac- 
cording to the day. 

“* 29th.—To-day I have for the first time ex- 
pressed a few sentences in broken German in 
our little meeting. I do not know whether they 
might be very clearly understood, but I hope 
the attempt to do what I conceived to be the 
Lord’s will, will be accepted by Him. O, that 
He may be pleased to give me the power of 
speech !’ 

“In the Ninth Month he went to Hanover 
with Thomas Shillitoe, who had a concern to 
see the authorities regarding the observance of 
the First-day. They did not meet with much 
success in their object, but they made the ac- 
quaintance of pastors Gunde] and Hagemann, 
the latter ‘nearly blind and very grey, but 
truly green in the feeling sense of religion,’ and 
who rejoiced in his heart to find a brother con- 
cerned to reform those things which had long 
laid heavy on his mind. 

“The two friends travelled together to Min- 
den, where they parted, and John Yeardley re- 
turned to Pyrmont by Bielefeld. 

“The neighborhood of this town,’ he says, 
‘is remarkably fine. There is a very high hill, 
partly formed by nature, and partly by art, 
from which we can see quite round, without 
any interruption, even into Holland. Here, 
from the appearance of the bleach-grounds, I 
could fancy myself in Barnsley. But, as Sarah 
Grubb says, I can have no pleasure in fine pros- 
pects; my mind in these journeys is always too 
much exercised with matters of a more serious 
nature.’ 

“In the latter part of the month John Yeard- 
ley went again to Minden, to unite with Thomas 
Shillitoe in a visit to the families of Friends. 
They commenced their visit at Biickeburg, where 
they had a remarkable interview with the family 
of the Kammer-rath Wind, which is related at 
length in T. S's journal (vol. i., p. 388). 

“ The place which seems in these visits to have 
engaged J. Y’s sympathies the most strongly 
was the village of Eidinghausen. 

“« We had,’ he says, ‘a very favored meeting 
in the room where their meeting is usually held. 
In the sitting in the evening, with the family 
where we lodged, many of the neighbors came 
in, who seemed to have no wish to leave us. I 
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thought of the words of the dear Saviour, when 
seeing the multitudes He had compassion on 
them, because they were as sheep having no 
shepherd. Truly these have no outward shep- 
herd who cares much for their spiritual inter 
ests. I felt my heart much warmed in Gospel 
love towards them, and we invited them to give 
us their company again next day, which most 
of them did. In this meeting there was some- 
thing expressed so remarkably suited to the 
states of some present, that after it was over a 
woman confessed it had been as was declared, 
that she herself was one to whom it belonged ; 
and she gave usa short relation how it had been 
with her in former days. 

“* The love which these simple, honest-hearted 
creatures manifest towards us does away with all 
distinctions and the difference of language. O, 
that He who teaches as never man taught may 
be pleased to guide them and bring them to 
himself, that there may be one Shepherd and one 
sheep-fold. All our toils in this weary land will 
not be too much if we can be made the instru- 
ments of helping only one poor soul on its way 
Zionwards, 

“*Tenth Month 8th.—I returned yesterday 
evening from Minden, with a thankful heart, to 
come again to my quiet and romantic habita- 
tion in Peacedale. The strong fortifications 
which are made, and now making, around Min- 
den, give it an appearance of gloom and oppres- 
sion which is scarcely to be borne. O, how un- 
comfortable do I feel when within its walls; but 
in its neighborhood there are a few friends to 
whom I am tenderly united in spirit.’ 

“He concludes this entry with an allusion to 
the homely and even hard manner of life to 
which many of these were accustomed : 

“*To some of our Friends in England who 
are dissatisfied with their outward situation, I 
would say, Come and see how these live on the 


Continent.’ 
To be continued. 
——_—____ eo 


For “THE FRIEND.” 
THe Pusiic PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL OF 
Curist AS A MEANS OF GRACE TO THE 
Souts oF MEN. 


Friends believe that all the speaking in their 
religious meetings is not true ministry. The 
anointed and appointed judges among them have 
need to be quick of understanding in the Divine 
fear. They realize that the “ear trieth words 
as the mouth tasteth meat.” Experience and 
observation prove to them that there ure different 
kinds of speaking in the assemblies of the Lord’s 
people. That which is approved and helpful is 
in the demonstration of the Spirit and with 
power, giving evidence of the Divine gift and 
of the quickening influence of the “ unction from 
the Holy One,” which reaches the witness for 
Truth in every heart, and ministers grace to 
those who are seeking the Lord for themselves. 
There is another kind, which is intellectual and 
comes from the exercise of the reasoning powers 
in the mind of man, or from the sudden impulse 
of an unsanctified mind, without duly weighing 
it in the balances of the sanctuary, and feeling 
constrained, through fear of the woe of the Al- 
mighty resulting from disobedience to his com- 
mands. This is neither edifying to the Church 
of Christ, norsolemnizing toa religious assembly. 
The Gospel preached even under the anointing, 
is purer sometimes than at others, owing to the 
cleanness of the vessel through which it flows and 
the exaltation of the name and power of Christ, 
who is “ Head over all things to his Church and 
people.” If Christ’s ministers would be strong 
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in the Lord and in the power of his might, they 
would do well to remember his teaching while 
personally among men, when He compared his 
weak disciples to the old bottles, and emphasized 
the truth that the new wine of his kingdom 
must be put into new bottles to be effective. 
There are baptisms to be endured by the Lord’s 
servants, baptisms of the Holy Ghost and fire, 
for the purifying of the vessel and the sanctifi- 
cation of the spirit, in order that they be made 
meet for the Master’s use, and prepared unto 
every good work.” The teaching ot our blessed 
Saviour was on this wise: that “ Every scribe 
which is instructed unto the kingdom of heaven 
is like unto a man that is « householder, which 
bringeth forth out of his treasure things new 
and old.” 

And it becomes the Lord’s messenger to di- 
vide the Word aright, and to study to show 
himself approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed rightly dividing the 
Word of Truth. Their experience, therefore, 
must witness to the truth they preach, even as 
the apostles testified that that which they had 
seen and handled of the Good Word of life 
that declared they unto others. The unfoldings 
of the mind of Truth to the finite comprehension 
of mortal man, with the convincing power and 
authority which accompanies it, is from the 
Lord. And it is to be waited for and received 
as such. To those who seek the Lord with the 
whole heart and bide his time, He comes sud- 
denly, at times to their delight and full satisfac- 
tion ; clothing them with his own righteousness 
and peace, as they are faithful to his require- 
ments. And they are divinely called toserve the 
Lord with all humility of mind, and to be sub- 
ject one to another in the Truth, especially the 
children or inexperienced in the way of life and 
salvation, to their elders and the fathers in the 
Church ; and all are to be clothed with humility. 

They are also called to be ensamples to the 
flock of Christ in life and conversation, living 
in the fear of the Lord and bringing forth the 
fruits of the Holy Spirit to the praise of their 
Father in heaven. The crowning grace, per- 
haps, and the ornament of every Gospel minis- 
ter is humility. 

There is another kind of public speaking in 
religious meetings which seems so much in the 
mixture as to make it difficult to judge right- 
eously as to the Divine call and the authority of 
the Truth. Such expressions may accord with 
sound doctrine, and yet the quickening virtue 
of Divine life and holy help be scarcely percep- 
tible. Such speakers seem to need to be melted 
and made again, to be reduced and refined still 
more, so as to become wholly the Lord’s and 
qualified to show forth his praise. 

The vessels used in the Lord’s house are com- 
pared, in the Scriptures, to the beaten gold and 
the fine gold, and all were to be anointed with 
holy oil. The secret prayer of every true Gos- 
pel minister is, I apprehend, “ Let my garments 
be always white, and let my head lack no oint- 
ment.” Thus, with an high aim and honest en- 
deavor and trust in the Lord, such are gene- 
rally preserved from falling from grace, and 
enabled to grow stronger and stronger in the 
Lord. Such will maguify the law of the Lord 
and make it honorable ; and exercise a care to 
heed the restraints, as well as the constraints, 
of the Holy Spirit, oft remembering the injunc- 
tion, “ Woe unto them who take counsel, but 
not of me; who cover with a covering, but not 
of my Spirit.” 

“Friends believe the call of Christ and the 
anointing of his Spirit make the minister, not 
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the college education or the imposition of Priestly 
hands.” 

O, for more of the clear shining of the Truth 
of God in precept and in practice ! 













For “THE FRIEND,” 


Irish Rambles. 


(Concluded from page 254.) 

Some of the Irish people have rather crude ideas 
regarding Americans and their habits. For one 
thing, they always, at least in the rural districts, 
seem to think us immensely rich. Even some 
of the educated in Ireland labor under the same 
delusion. This afternoon I read in a newspaper 
an advertisement of some real estate agents, of. 
fering for sale a splendid estate, the late regi. 
dence of a duke. The advertisement was ad- 
dressed to “ Noblemen, Americans and million. 
aires”—all were placed in the same category! 

Seventh Month 23rd.—At Cushendale, some 
friends hunted me up, having been requested to 
do so by some Belfast friends. They insisted 
that I take my meals with them, they having 
apartments in a private house. It was most 
agreeable, in this out-of-the-way corner, to be 
with and talk with Friends. 

One morning I took a walk with them over 
the hills, which commanded a beautiful view of 
the sea and country. We went down into the 
Layde graveyard, where are the ruins of an 
old church building, surrounded by the tomb 
stones of many generations. The yard itself 
was nestled between two green hills that swept 
down to the murmuring ocean. In this quiet 
resting-place of the dead, I saw a Celtic cross, 
These crosses are peculiar to Ireland, and have 
rings or wheels around them, thus producing a 
very attractive and symmetrical effect when 
carved from stone. 

That afternoon I took the car for Larne, sit- 
ting, as usual, beside the driver. It was a charm- 
ing ride of twenty-six miles. The smvoth stone 
road winds, all the way, close to the sea, which, 
in places, is kept back by strong sea walls con- 
structed of stone or cement. On the side of the 
road away from the Atlantic, the meadows of 
vivid green and the towering cliffs make a lovely 
scene. As elsewhere in Ireland, the sward grows 
down right to the line of high tide. The great 
precipices are of chalky white rock, and are, in 
places, patched or streaked with waving grass af 
brightest green, so forming a rare combination 
of Nature’s coloring. For a few miles the beach 
is formed of pure white pebbles, each little stone 
looking as if it had been whitewashed. Theat 
ternoon was unusually sunny, and the charming 
rural scenes, the emerald grass, the white beach, 
the clear sea-green water rippling over it and 
fading out into the distant blue—all mades 
series of beautiful pictures. 

All through the north of this island, and par 
ticularly near the coasts, there flourish many 
varieties of wild flowers unknown to Ameria. 
Of cultivated p'ants, some grow most luxutt 
antly. There is the fuschia, for instance, which 
attains a height of twelve feet or more, forming 
a veritable bush, covered at this season with ils 
graceful flowers. Hedges of this plant are fre 
quently seen near the gateways opening into the 
pretty lawns of the well to-do or rich. 

During this day we passed the castle of the 
earl of Antrim, which is a large and attractive 
residence. From what his neighbors say, the 
earl must be a rather unique sort of a peer. His 
wife is a favorite lady-in-waiting to the queed, 
but he is demucratic, to an extraordinary degree 
for a nobleman. He has regularly gone mle 
the cattle trade, and follows it in business style, 
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dislikes being addressed as “ my lord,” gets up 
early in the morning to go to work, aud has 
sometimes been seen on foot, driving cattle along 


the public highway. 


Fifth day was my last in Belfast. It is a fine 


city. The shops and immense mills are sub- 
stantially built, whilst the principal streets pre- 
sent some excellent samples of modern archi- 


tecture, and attractive show- windows, Shopping 


in the city is cheap. Dress goods, men’s clothes 
and hats are much lower than with us, for simi- 
lar quality. Shoes and underwear are about the 
same. Strange to say, right here, in the centre 
of the linen manufacturing of the world, men’s 
shirts do not seem any cheaper than in America. 
This may be because we may use improved ma- 
chinery in making them. ‘There are great ma- 
chine mills and ship-building yards at Belfast, 
some of the latter, at present, having orders 
booked ahead which will guarantee work for the 
next five years. Altogether, it is a prosperous 
city, growing and like a Yankee town, 

The whole United Kingdom has, until the 
past few weeks, never enjoyed such prosperity 
as during the past few years—their mills have 
gone day and night. They have, in many in- 
stances, reaped enormous profits on goods un- 
loaded in the United States, while the mills in 
America have been idle. But now these people 
deeply surrow to know that we are contemplat- 
ing raising our tariff. It is just as when | was in 
England, two years ago, everywhere my friends 
or casual acquaintances labored hard with me, 
endeavoring to prove that free trade would be 
a great blessing to the United States. 

I frequently wish my countrymen would visit 
the out-of-the-way places when abroad, for they 
would then meet with customs and conditions 
very different from those found in localities where 
tourists regularly go, and which have practi- 
cally, in some respects, been Americanized. The 
great charm of travel is novelty. For the above 
reasons, the vacation portions of this trip, on the 
Irish coasts particularly, have been very attrac- 
tive and interesting. 

My trip is about over. Last night I came 
across to Scotland, en route to , stopping 
for the night in the midst of a “ bonnie coun- 
try,” Castle Douglass. Here was a little hotel, 
clean as could be imagined, and the halls and 
rooms decorated with a profusion of flowers. A 
prettier sight in a wayside inn I have never seen. 

On Seventh Month 28th, 1897, I sailed from 
Liverpool on the steamship Belgenland, after 
about four days in England. Two of these were 
passed at He and his family are fine, 
old-fashioned Friends, and I had a most inter- 
esting visit amongst them. One of the daugh- 
ters, quite a young woman, frequently appears 
in the ministry. She conversed freely with me 
regarding the outlook for Quakerism in Eng- 
land, expressing the fears that she and her young 
coadjutors feel on account of the influences at 
work in some places. May the Lord strengthen 
and aid these dear exercised younger brethren 
and sisters in the land of Fox and Penn ! 

_Afier leaving ———,I went to Liverpool, 
via the lake district. The charms of this local- 
ity will ever remain impressed on my memory— 
lg mountains, hills, lakes, and exquisite effects 
of sunshine and shadow. The beauty of the re- 
gion is doubtless enhanced by the drifting clouds 
and alternated great bands of showers and sun- 
shine which sweep across the landscape. Had I 








the time, much more could be written on this 
subject, as well as regarding other matters not 
touched upon in this little record of my trip to 


Ireland, Ww. C. ALLEN. 





Job Thomas, 


[The following interesting account it is thought 
may be profitably revived at this time]: 

Job Thomas was a native of Caermarthen- 
shire, in Wales. His youth appears to have 
been tinctured with some of the vanities inci- 
dent to this period of life, and he has been fre- 
quently heard to lament that he had not then 
been more obedient to the Lord’s requirings. 
To his surviving friends, however, he was little 
known, except as a diligent attender of meetings 
for Divine worship and for discipline, and as an 
approved minister, sound in word and doctrine, 


holding fast without wavering, the profession of 


the Christian faith. His heart was enlarged by 
Gospel love, and filled with earnest desires for 
the salvation of his fellow-creatures universally. 
He was bold in delivering plain truths; and in 
his native tongue, he was clear, persuasive and 
fluent. He several times visited the meetings 
of Friends in the principality of Wales, and oc- 


casionally had public meetings with those of 


other societies. In the estimation of the world 
he would have been accounted a poor man— 
his habitation was a small farm-house in Caer- 
marthenshire, retired and sequestered, but not 
far distant from the public road. In this humble 
mansion, he received and entertained his friends 


with gladness and hospitality. His means of 


support were the culture of a small farm, and 
the trade of a shoemaker. 

About the year 1797, he was thrown from a 
horse, and received so great an injury of the 
spine, as to occasion the deprivation of voluntary 
motion in every limb. His head only remained 
subject to his will; this he could still turn, while 
he was indebted to personal assistance for his 
removal from his bed to his chair, for any slight 
alteration in his position, and in short for al- 
most every common function of the body, the 
free perfurmance of which, though it is scarcely 
observed by the healthy and vigorous, consti- 
tutes much of the comfort of animal life. His 
body, though thus deprived of motion, was still 
sensible to pain, and much of this positive af- 
fliction was added to the negative one, of total 
helplessness. He was generally fastened in his 
chair, while his body and legs were nearly in 
one straight and stiff line, with his useless arms 
lying befure him. Oftentimes he was grievously 
affected by acute internal pains, to which his 
wan and pallid countenance gave ample testi- 
mony ; yet amid all this complicated suffering, 
his mind seems tu have remained calm and un- 
impaired. He derived much comfort from the 
society of his friends, especially such as he es- 
teemed alive to true religion ; hisown mind ap- 
pearing to be steadfastly anchored in Christ 
Jesus. He kept up religious meetings in his 
house, and often labored in them in doctrine, 
to the edification of those who were assembled 
with him. 

In this state of bodily suffering he continued 
about ten years, evincing by his resignation and 
patience that he was Divinely supported under 
all. About the beginning of the Eighth Month, 
1807, his symptoms of disease increased, and on 
the fitteenth, being considerably worse, he called 
his wife and son to his bedside, and with a 
pleasant countenance addressed them in the 
Welsh language, nearly as follows: He in- 
quired whether they had anything to say to 
him, “ for,” said he, “the blessed hours are ap- 
proaching ; yea, and before this night I shall 
have escaped in safety where neither trials nor 
troubles shall come. Be content, and do not 
grieve after me, for I am setting off to endless 








| joy, to praise Him who has brought me patiently 


through the whole of my troubles and inexpressi- 
ble afflictions. Support me, O Lord, for these 
few minutes, for I am nearly come beyond the 
boundary of time to a boundless eternity. I 
am now giving you the last farewell; but take 
warning, and be daily on your watch, for in the 
hour you do not suspect, death, namely, the 
king of terrors, will come to meet you, who will 
make no difference between one or the other. 
But in the strength and love of Jehovah you 
will not fear death, if you seek Him whilst He 
is to be found, and serve Him with a willing 
mind and an obedient heart; for his paths are 
paths of peace, and his ways are ways of pleas- 
autness. QO, pray continually to the Lord, to 
draw your desires and affections from off earthly 
things, and to establish them upon thiogs heav- 
enly and everlasting. 

“My hope is in the mercy of Him who has 
washed me in the fountain set open for the house 
of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem —not 
through my own merits, but through the merits 
of the crucified Immanuel, who died for the sins 
of all mankind. And you who have to remain 
a little afier me, give the praise, the reverence, 
and the honor to Him, and supplicate day and 
night befure his throne, until you have certain 
knowledge that you have been haptized with the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit; which was sealed 
by the blood of the everlasting covenant. Re- 
member, it is not an outward baptism that will 
serve, which is but the practising of the old 
shadows. Know also, that it is not the profes- 
sion of religion that will do, but one that is 
pure and undefiled before God. This will con- 
duct you in safety to the everlasting habitations. 

“ Now the time of my dissolution draws nigh 

—for me to go to the place where I have been 
these two nights. The Lord himself came to 
meet me; and took me with Him two the height 
of heaven, among myriads of his holy angels, 
where his saints were before Him and will be 
forever. Behold! now I give up the spirit, and 
lo! my comely companions coming to hold my 
head above the waves of Jordan. Behold! the 
gates of heaven open, and the Lord himself with 
arms stretched out to receive me to his mercy; 
I hope you who are behind will follow me thither. 
Success to the Gospel from sea to sea, and from 
the river to the end of the earth; also to my 
dear brethren, that they may persevere in their 
faith to the end of their days, and then their 
rest will be with the Lamb, where no pain or 
affliction will come. 
“ Behold ! the blessed time is come, for me to 
depart in peace with every one, with good de- 
sires for every one, and forgiving every one. 
Receive my last farewell, and the Lord bless 
you with the blessings of Mount Zion.” Having 
uttered these expressions, he quietly breathed 
his last. 

Such is the peaceful and triumphant close of 
a life spent in obedience to the will of God. 
Who is there, that in contemplating such a 
death-bed scene, would not earnestly exclaim, 
“Let me die the death of the righteous!” Let 
us remember, then, that in order to secure to 
ourselves this glorious privilege, it is essentially 
requisite that we should live a holy, harmless, 
self-denying life. We must take up our daily 
cross to all the vanities and sinful gratifications 
of the world, and follow our crucified Saviour 
in the path of regeneration. We shall then be 
permitted joyfully to realize, both through life 
and in death the truth of his own b!essed decla- 
ration, “ My sheep hear my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me; and I give unto 
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Extracts from the Letters and Memorandums of | confounded ; did any abide in his fear and was| “ Whatever be thy lot, whatever task is as- 
John Barclay forsaken ; or whom did He ever despise that | signed thee in the vineyard, wherever may be 

(Continued from page 252.) called upon Him? Well might thy servant the scene of thy earthly tarrying, whether af- 

«The customs, fashions, vanities and ways of | say, ‘The earth, O Lord, is full of thy mercy,’ flictions surprise thee as a flood, or thy pleas- 
the world have very often come under my | aud the prophet exclaim: ‘The whole earth is| ures be as a full flowing fountain, ‘ hope thou 
grious consideration. I have been oppressed | full of his glory.’” ; ; only in God,’ for ‘ from Him cometh thy salva- 
with a sense of the mass of folly which is sin,} “It is certain to my mind that one invariable | tion. 













revalent among the children of men. I believe 

the evil effects of these things are but little 
calculated by many reflecting minds; and but 
few look upon them in that serious light in which 
they deserve to be regarded, or esteem them 
worthy of reformation. 

“It is in consequence of this lamentable re- 
missness and weakness on the part of those, who 
should stand up in resolute opposition, that the 
torrent becomes stronger and stronger, and the 
resistance of the few less and less effectual. 

“Under this impression, my soul has often- 
times mourned: and my distress has been much 
excited of late, whilst walking in the streets of 
this great city (London), many of whose in- 
habitants seem bound in fetters, and enslaved 
by the caprice of pride, luxury and vanity. 
How frequent and fervent have been my desires 
that the little band of those who professedly 
bear testimony against the fruits and effects of 
these evils, might be strengthened, by a diligent 
recurrence to that principle which teaches a 
denial of self, and renouncing of the world with 
the lusts and vanities thereof still to hold out 
against the enemy.” 

“Tt has been graciously allotted me, during 
this day or two, to experience such a degree of 
his favor attending me, and to feel such a meas- 
ure of his Divine blessing shed upon me, that I 
can scarcely forbear in this manner testifying 
to the continuance of his care for his creatures, 
even for those who have widely strayed from 
his flock, and have been long wandering in the 
wilderness, Yes, O yes! ‘ His hand is stretched 
out still,’ praised be his name evermore !” 

“Though I wish to be the last to find fault 
with the innocent and natural sprightliness and 
liveliness of youth, yet I must excuse myself 
from joining in with what is commonly so termed 
—having often felt thereby unsettled in mind, 
and indisposed for reflection. I have found 
that by occasionally relaxing in the discipline 
of watchfulness, the inclination to laughter, 
more particularly, gained much ground upon 
me; and there has been no small difficulty in 
restraining this habit, when much indulged ; so 
that it strikes me to be a snare. 

“Though religion does not make a man 
gloomy, yet it never allows him to be off his 
guard: no, he must ‘ watch and pray, lest he 
enter into temptation,’ taking up his daily cross 
to all frivolous and foolish talking and jesting, 
besides other more evident and open evils. Do 
not look at others, whether their example seems 
to recommend one line of conduct or another— 
no, not even at such as are very industrious in 
business, and yet accounted strictly religious 
characters; they are no guide for you—stand 
2 your own ground; nothing will justify what 
you are about to do, or to forbear to do, but a 
full conviction of duty. If you have that true 
peace which no man can give or take away, it 
matters little what others may say or think. 

member that the honest fishermen quitted 
their lawful concerns—nay, all to follow Him 
that called them; but it was not till He called 
—the hundred-fold reward, and the everlasting 
inheritance were promised, not to those who 
merely forsook all they had, but to those who 

id so for his own name sake.” 

“*Did any ever trust ia the Lord and was 




















evidence of true religion having entered and 
taken up its abode in us, will always be that we 
shall no longer conform ourselves to this world 
in its vanity and folly; and that in our dress, 
address and general conduct in every particular, 
we shall not be governed by worldly maxims 
or opinions, but by the law written in our 
hearts. 
me? How far can I assuredly say that this 
change of heart is my experience? There have 
been those parleys and tampering with sin, 
those secret relapses, those connivances with 
the enemy, which the Lord abhors. 
total surrender of self does our pure and right- 
eous Lord call for; what an abandonment of 
everything evil does He expect from his follow- 
ers; what a daily and hourly watchfulness and 
circumspection is required of those who would 


impure can enter! 
is written : ‘ Be ye holy, for I the Lord your God 
am holy. 








creatures, who with sighs and tears, both day 


Surely He is no hard Master, who does not evi- 


Neither give place to doubt or disbelief, 
nor to very much anxiety or disturbance of 
mind respecting what may befall thee; never 
fear—there is One that provideth for the spar- 
rows, there is One to whom every event is in 
subjection. He is good: from his hand ‘ pro- 
ceedeth not evil;’ and He hath said: ‘There 
shall no evil happen to the just.’ In the mean- 
time, in all thy watchings and waitings, in all 
thy wants and weariness, cease not to think of 
his mercies, his goodness, his tender dealings 
with thee, be mindful of these things; hide them 
not ; be not ashamed of them, but show ‘to the 
generation to come, the praises of the Lord and 
his strength, and his wonderful works that He 
has done.’ ” 

“Third Month, 1817.—The subject of dress 
has very frequently come under my serious con- 
sideration. It has of late been still more often 
and more deeply impressed on my mind; and 
as I have kept quiet and calm, singly desirous 
to know and to do whatever might be required, 
the matter has opened more and more clearly 
before my view; and some things with regard 
to it which had been hitherto hid from me, 
whilst in a disposition to follow my own reason- 
ings and fleshly wisdom, or concerning which I 
seemed then to be uncertain and undecided, now 
brighten up into clearness, so as to make me 
conclude that they are indisputably right for 
me toadopt. And surely, I may add, no sooner 
is a truth clearly manifested—a duty distinctly 
marked out, than it should without hesitation 
be obeyed. With regard to my present dress 
and outward appearance, it is evident there is 
much to alter. That dress, from which my fore- 
fathers have, without good reason departed, to 
that dress I must return—that simple appear- 
ance, now become singular, which occasioned, 
and still continues to occasion, the professor of 
the Truth suffering and contempt, the same 
must I also take up, and submit to the conse- 
quences thereof. It is right if the vain customs, 
folly and fashion of this world have insinuated 
themselves into any branch of our daily con- 
duct, to eradicate them, with every one of their 
useless innovations, whatever trouble, anxiety 
or persecution it may cost us. But after we 
have once broken our bonds, we shall find a 
freedom from anxiety, trouble, or thought about 
our apparel, far surpassing the unconcern and 
forgetfulness, which seem to deaden the spiritual 


eye and apprehension, of the slave of custom.” 
(To be continued.) 





































How far, then, is this the case with 


What a 


be heirs of a glorious mansion where nothing 
How very appropriately it 


,” 


“Is it not beyond a doubt that the Lord will 
make known his will to his poor dependent 


and night, seek to serve Him aright in all things? 


dently let his servants see what is required of 
them ; nor, I am persuaded, does He at any time 
call for more arduous service than He gives 
strength to accomplish. But then He must and 
will be sought unto, both in order that his will 
may be clearly known; and when known, that 
sufficient strength may be handed to enable to 
perform the same.” 

“* Having food and raiment, let us herewith 
be content,’ etc. I have admired the honest 
simplicity and plain speech, which the first 
Christians, and especially their great pattern, 
made use of to instruct their hearers; the rea- 
soning of the apostle in this place is unanswer- 
able, and the process of his thoughts appears to 
me so natural, as to be not easily misunderstood. 
The substance of that which he sets forth, is, 
without any strained exposition, nearly as fol- 
lows ; the gain of riches is by no means godli- 
ness, nor can it be a substitute for godliness in 
the end ; on the contrary, godliness is profitable, 
both here and hereafter, and therefore is alone 
true gain. Wealth and possessions last us only 
whilst we live; we had them not when we came 
into the world, and it is certain we can retain 
them no longer than whilst we are here. Seeing 
then, that soon, very soon, we must part with 
these things, let us provide ‘bags which wax 
not old, a treasure in the heavens which faileth 
not,’ and as to everything else, the riches, the 
enjoyments of this vain and passing scene, let 
us use these things as not abusing them ; let us 
not be slaves to them, but rather render them of 
service to us. 

“If we are rich, let us not hide our talent in 
the earth, but be rich in good works ; and if we 
are in a middling condition as to outward cir- 
cumstances, let us endeavor so to act as to be 
able strictly to adopt the apostle’s language : 
‘These hands have ministered unto my necessi- 
ties, and to them that were with me.’ Thus we 
shall be enabled more fully to understand, and 
more freely to accede to the text, ‘ Having food 
and raiment, let us therewith be content.’ ” 





For “ THE FRIEND.” 

The pithy sentiment of the late Bishop Phil- 
lips Brooks that “No man loves his brother 
completely, unless he loves Truth more than any 
brother,” seems a fair statement of the true 
ground of Church activity and efficiency in the 
work of proselyting. The more nearly our hu- 
man policy is brought into harmony with Divine 
wisdom, the more steadily and singly will our 
eye be directed, in Christ, the blessed and ever- 
present Head and Leader of his militant Church, 
to the universal aims and claims to which par- 
ticular or individual ones, however closely ap- 
pertaining, are still, essentially, but collateral 
and incidental. It may thus appear that the 
true aggressiveness, which is undeceitful in its 
origin and abiding in its results, must be inci- 
dental and subordinate to the true attractiveness 
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which attends only on the assiduous culture of 
“ Truth in the inward parts” (Job xxxviii: 36; 
Ps, li: 6; Jer. xxxi: 33). As this spiritual 
culture is the first duty in the individual and 
the great surety of his participation in all “ the 
issues of life,” (Prov. iv: 23) so it would seem 
to be authoritatively presented for our observ- 
ance as the leading duty of the Church in its 
collective capacity. As the duty of mutual ex- 
hortation, “lest any be hardened through the 
deceitfulness of sin,” (Heb. iii: 13) shal! result 
by the Divine ordering, in a more or less gene- 
ral gift and practice of prophesying, i.e., “ forth- 
speaking,” or original utterance, as distinguished 
from imitative cant, the passing beholder is to 
be “ convinced of all, and judged of all,” and to 
become a spontaneous proselyte (1 Cor. xiv: 23, 
24). Of like tenor seems that instruction of our 
Lord to his immediate fullowers in his personal 
career upon earth, “ By this shall all men know 
that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to 
another,” which wassurely not intended as an ap- 
peal to their self satisfaction in a prospective con- 
templation of their own popularity, but mainly, 
if not solely, as a stimulus to the pursuit of that 
peace and true love which, through its mani- 
festation in an unparalleled unity, would insure 
their efficiency as a positive attraction under 
every show of aggression, in their controversy 
with besetting evil. 

It may be feared that large numbers of pro- 
fessing “ Friends” in our day have misread his- 
tory as to the cause and method of the spread 
of religious Truth in the origin of the Christian 
Church, as well as in that of our own favored 
branch of the same, and in a degree of uncon- 
scious superficiality, have become weary of, or 
averse to, a united exercise in that periodical 
consideration and discussion of our stated Churca 
Queries, which has heretofore been found so 
needful as a reminder of first principles, and so 
useful as an introductory lesson or school to 
young and inexperienced birthright members of 
our informal organization. At any rate it can 
hurt none of us to seriously weigh the warning 
of the wise king, implied alike in Prov. xxvii: 
24 and Eccl. ii: 14. R. Ranpotpa. 

PHILADELPHIA, Second Month Ist, 1898, 
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For “THE FRIEND.” 
A Voice of Entreaty and Message of Love to all 
Young Friends. 

[The following essay, which was published in 
this Journal in 1876, is reprinted at the request 
of a Friend in Iowa]: 

To those that are bound as with chains, and 
holden as with the cords of sin, serving a hard 
and cruel master. 

When Israel was in captivity in Egypt, al- 
though their afflictions were so grievous to be 
borne, that their cries reached unto heaven, yet 
some of them shrank from the necessary pre- 
paratory dispensations for their deliverance ; 
even so now we may shrink from entering into 
a heart-searching work, that our deeds may be 
brought to the light, and the man of sin dis- 
armed. We would rather be left alone, and 
not have our rest broken; but alas! where will 
this land us? 

Having verified in my own experience, that 
the way of the transgressor is hard, my very 
soul has been led to plead with you to escape 
those snares and pitfalls by which my feet were 
led astray. Stumble not at the cross, nor make 
to yourselves, perhaps, years of bitter repent- 
ance; and remember that we have no lease of our 
lives. Turn, therefore, unto Him who woundeth 

















































same; the way to eternal life is no easier to the 
man of sin, no easier to the eye that is seeking 
its honors and pleasures from the world, than 
it was when our blessed Saviour declared the 
cross to be the only path to blessedness; but 
alas! how few seem to regard these emphatic 
declarations. 
and unconcern as to the great work that is to 
be done before we can, any of us, hear the wel- 
come language of, Come ye blessed. 
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that He may heal, who breaketh and bindeth 
up, whose love and pity for his poor, rebellious 
children are wonderful. Not only does his chas- 
tening rod break in pieces our rocky hearts, but 
He also pours in the oil and wine, causing our 
cups to run over with gratitude. 
merciful Shepherd; He seeketh us upon the 
mountains whither we have strayed, and with all 
the love and pity of a tender father, pleadeth 
with us to return, repent and live; to put away 
the evil of our doings, and He will receive us 
graciously ; yea, and rejoice over us as those that 
were dead and are alive again ; were lost and 
are found ; rewarding us an hundred fold in this 
life, and in that which is to come, giving us life 
everlasting. 
as are made willing to turn their backs upon a 
vain and wicked world, with all its dazzling 
beauty and lying vanities, its singing of songs 
and multiplied parties and innocent amusements, 
so called by those whoare lovers of pleasure more 
than lovers of God. These things, must assuredly, 
spring from an evil root, leading us to forget the 
glorious purpose for which we were created. That 
great and good Being, who is of purer eyes than 
to behold iniquity, will not deign to dwell in 
polluted temples, in hearts that follow after such 
vanities. 
poureth out tears unto God, because of this pre- 
vailing and increasing evil, which is plausibly 
making inroads upon us, trampling down our 
hedges, spoiling our vines, and marring our 
goodly young plants. 


Oh, what a 


Yet none experience this but such 


I can say in truth, that mine eye 


h, my dear young Friends, the way is the 


Many are living in forgetfulness 


My heart 
hath been filled with earnest desires for you, 


that your eyes might not only be opened to see 
the exceeding sinfulness of sin, and the beauty 
there is in true holiness, but that unutterable 


longings might be raised in your hearts to be made 
partakers of that river, the streams whereof make 
glad the whole heritage of God ; that you might 
know a gathering to that Fountain that is set 
open to the house of David and to the inhabit- 
ants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness ; 
that you might be found walking in newness of 
life, not so much concerned in decking and 
adorning the poor body. Let your adorning be 
the hidden man of the heart which is in the 
sight of God of great price. The exercise of my 
soul at times for many months, both by day and 
by night, hath been in a particular manner, for 
some whose pious parents mourn for their de- 
parture from the paths of peace and safety, as 
well as for the children of others who have 
fought the good fight and kept the faith, and 
have passed from earth to theireverlasting homes 
on high. Some of these children who have been 
favored with line upon line, and precept, ac- 
companied with consistent example, seem to 
be turning from the paths that their fathers 
trod, making, as it were, league with the world 
—shall I say, desiring to be heirs of two king 
doms. Their own garb, as well as that of the 
little ones committed to their keeping, plainly 
indicates that the hearts of the parents are in 
the earth—in the vanities of a world that lieth 
in wickedness. 




































Oh! how necessary for us to 
break off our sins by righteousness, and our 


iniquities by turning unto the Lord. Be pep. 
suaded to come up out of Babylon —be not par. 
takers of her sins, lest ye be of her plagues, | 
long for you as for my own soul, that we none 
of us be found sleeping, neither burying our 
talents in the earth, but with our lamps trimmed 
and our lights burning, that we hearken dilj. 
gently unto that Counsellor who teacheth ag 
never man taught, and, as we heed and obey, 
will never more be removed into a corner, but 
as a light in a dark place, will shine more and 
more unto the perfect day. This is He who 
was promised—a light to lighten the Gentiles 
and to be God’s salvation unto the ends of the 
earth; this is He of whom Moses testified—g 
prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto 
you of your brethren like unto me, him shall 
ye hear; but unless we obey his precepts and 
the law written in the heart, we shall no more 
be redeemed from our spiritual bondage than 
the Israelites would have been, had they not 
hearkened unto Moses ; and if they escaped not 
that refused Him that spake on earth, how 
much less shall we escape, if we turn away from 
Him that speaketh from heaven. 

Once more, let me plead with you to come, 
taste, and see for yourselves, that the Lord is 
good, and a rich rewarder of all those that dili- 
gently seek Him and hope in his mercy; not 
an hard master, but a merciful Shepherd, who 
seeketh to reclaim all the lost and wandering 
ones into the fold of rest. 

Iowa. 





Tr was testified of Thomas Ross, of Bucks Co,, 
Pa., who was a faithful laborer in the Church 
of Christ in 1784, concerning his ministry, that 
having an especial eye to the puttings forth 
of the Divine hand his ministry was attended 
with living virtue and deep instruction, though 
“not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth,” 
yet in godly simplicity, and with a zeal accord- 
ing to true knowledge; he was wise in detecting 
the snares of the enemy ; faithfully, and without 
partiality, warning those who were in danger of 
falling therein; and, as in the course of his 
own sanctification, he had been made deeply 
acquainted with the necessary baptisms peculiar 
to that important work, so he was furnished by 
living experience, and the renewings of Holy 
Help, with qualifications to administer, in ten- 
der sympathy, pertinent and wholesome counsel 
to the true Christian travellers; and so to dip 
into the present state of the church, as profite 
bly to “declare unto Jacob his transgression, 
and to Israel his sin.” 

Or Mary Armitt, who was an elder and over 
seer fur many years in the Monthly Meeting of 
Friends of Philadelphia, and died in 1791. Her 
memorial says: “ The weightiness of her spirit, 
stability of conduct, and inward retiredness of 
mind, evidenced a qualification for these impor 
tant services; and we believe she endeavored 
faithfully to discharge the several trusts reposed 
in her.” 





Notes from Correspondents. 


It is characteristic of ignorance, that it thinks it 
knows. And so in every generation we see the 
natural man striving to enter the kingdom by his 
wits; and to explain away or deny what he doe 
not understand—that foolishness of Christ crucified 
which his philosophy has no place for. 

For that other ignorance, however, which knows 
that it does not know, there is hope. For the 
of knowledge is already sown there. And one thus 
humbly ignorant furthers the growth of the seed 
to its sprouting by following the apostolic injuac 
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tion, “ Let him be ignorant ” (1 Cor. xiv: 28). It 
may seem slow work, this waiting for the opening 
of heavenly things by the Spirit; but in no other 
way is the hunger of the soul satisfied. 8. 





A power is needed other than the speaking 

wer from platform or from pulpit. Our fellows 
must be made to feel our religion is not that which 
seeks an interest in them from a distance or while 
jooking down on them, but which comes down to 
them in the endeavor to lift them up. 





It does impress me that the professed follow- 
ers of the Master have sadly lacked the Master’s 
spirit, and as a consequence have lost the rule and 
goveroment of the world. For the Lord’s child is 
a born ruler over the unruly. But this can be only 
by the perfect subjection of all toGod. Now He 
that hath the government of man’s spirit will con- 
trol his life. 5? 





As men see men grasping wealth and thereby 


making pleasure for themselves and forgetful of 


their fellows; then come these unhallowed com- 
binations, to undertake what grace should have 
done, and would, did he but rightly heed it, teach 
man to do, for mutual help. 





Istill like to send a word of grateful sympathy 
to those who still can struggle for that which I can 
only stand still and see. Well for me if the blind- 
ness and dimness of my own sight does not shut 
me out altogether from that blessed vision. I know 
that blindness and dimness belong to the passing 
clouds of time, and that there is an innermost vision 
which they cannot hinder—nay, which I sometimes 
believe can hardly be discerned without them; 
and a hope has been strengthening within me that 
the clouds I have been so long passing through 
may have a blessed service in making visible to me 
that which in more active and eager days may have 
been partly hidden from me by my own imagina- 
tions. Any way, we will trust and not be afraid ; 
forHe who made or is making us knows bis own 
work, and in his hands are all our times and all 
our faculties ; and “ shall not the Judge of all the 
earth do right?” 





Religious Notes. 

It is the Holy Spirit which always prepares the 
human souls for the truth. Christianity is not 
book religion—it ix spirit religion, which builds 
up the kingdom of the Spirit. The voice of God 
is whispering within the souls of men.— Ledger. 





“Nor scrip for your journey, neither two coats, 
neither shoes, nor yet staves, for the workman is 
worthy of his meat.” If we are the Lord’s messen- 
gers on the Lord’s bu«iness, we have no occasion 
to be anxious about food or raiment or money, but 
disentangled and free and without fear follow where 
He leadeth in quietness and in confidence, for the 
silver and the gold and the cattle upon a thousand 
bills are his.— Commonwealth. 





In a sermon published in the Derry Journal, Eng- 
land, appears the following : 

“Every day, in the sacrifice of the mass, the 
priest can say to the Son of God, ‘Come down 
from heaven,’ and immediately Christ obeys. At 
the bidding of a mere creature. the great King of 
heaven and earth, He whose majesty fills all places, 
leaves his throne at the right hand of God, within 
the little chalice, or in the cold ciborium. What 
earthly power can vie with this, or, I might add, 
what heavenly power either? . The priest can 
open and close the gates of heaven and hell. 

0 where you will, to heaven or through this earth, 
you will find only one created being who can for- 


give the sinner, and that being is the Catholic 
priest,” 





In a lecture delivered by James Wood, of Mt. 
Kisco, N. Y. (a member of the Society of Friends), 
on “The Contribution of Presbyteriani-m to the 
American Commonwealth,” he stated that he had 
n drawn to this subject by observing for years 
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the predominance of Presbyterians in the councils 
of the nation, and in all great sama insti- 
tutions. The report proceeds thus: “ Why is this 
so? Scotch Presbyterian families are almost unique 
in certain particulars. They are remarkable in the 
sense of responsibility which parents have to and 
for their children. There are no families in the 
world where the children are instructed by the 
parents in the Scriptures and in moral training in 
equal degree to those in Scotland. 

“The speaker drew from these facts his conclu- 
sions in regard to the cause of the pre-eminent posi- 
tion of Presbyterians in the various departments 
of human advancement. First, on this Scotch 
Presbyterian practice of centuries. He contrasted 
it with the modern practice which has obtained 
—that of farming out the religious and moral in- 
struction of one’s children to some one else. We 
teach a class in Sunday-school of other people’s 
children, but not our own. One of the crying evils 
of Christian families to-day, he said, is that parents 
do not themselves feel the responsibility they are 
under of their children, and for their children to 
Almighty God.” 


Items Concerning the Society. 


All the present series of the nine Quarterly Meet- 
ings of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting have now 
been held except the last, which occurs at Haddon- 
field, at 10 A. M. on Fifth-day, the 17th of Third 
Month. In Philadelphia Quarterly Meeting a 
memorial was read concerning our deceased Friend, 
William U. Ditzler; in Concord Quarterly Meeting 
memorials were read concerning Joseph Rhoads 
and Jane Gibbons ; and in Bucks Quarterly Meet- 
ing, one concerning Rachel B. Price. The com- 
mittee appointed by the Yearly Meeting to con- 
sider the condition of Bucks Quarter recommended 
in a written report the joining of that Quarterly 
Meeting with that of Burlington. The Meeting 
approved of laying this recommendation before 
our next Yearly Meeting. Bucks Quarter has been 
reduced to but one Monthly Meeting, which was 
the chief ground of this action being taken. 








Our Friends Joseph 8S. Elkinton and Jonathan 
E. Rhoads, in pursuance of a religious concern for 
which minutes were granted by their respective 
Monthly Meetings, have been diligently engaged 
in holding Meetings within the compass of Bur- 
lington Quarter. A preliminary visit was made by 
Joseph 8. Elkinton. in company with a Friend who 
is a member of the New Jersey Legislature, to the 
Governor and some other officials of the State, who 
seemed interested in the character of his prospect, 
and encouraging in their expressions. ‘These min- 
isters, one or both, have thus far had service either 
in regular or in appointed meetings at Mansfield, 
Rahway, Crosswicks, Trenton (including the State 
prison), Jersey City, Rancocas, Plainfield, James- 
burg Reformatory and Burlington. 





The last of the fortnightly meetings which have 
been held during most of the winter at Lansdowne, 
was held last Fifth-day evening, the twenty-fourth 
of Second Month. The urgency of the call on all 
men everywhere to repent was presented with clear 
ness and power. A manifest Divine overshadow- 
ing has been witnessed in some of these meetings. 


THE FRIEND. 


THIRD MONTH 5, 1898. _ 








The Society of Friends is one of principles 
rather than of men — primarily of principles, 
and then of men professing to embedy them. 
The association of these principles, like the or- 
derly elements of a crystal gathered around 
its nucleus, centres in the living and speaking 
Christ crucified. “There is one, even Christ 
Jesus, that can speak to thy condition.” This 
revelation spoke the principle that made the 
first Quaker who received the name, and all 
those since that have been truly so. 

That was a strong church, when it consisted 
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of George Fox and the living Christ as Word ; 
stronger than many more numerous bodies under 
our name have appeared since. Their numbers 
have not been their strength. The immediate 
Christ, in the perceptible power of his Truth, 
was the strength in the midst of those two or 
three first gathered in his name. 

We can conceive that though that cardinal 
truth had remained displayed by but one stand- 
ard-bearer, its leavening influence in the his- 
tory of the professing Church would have been 
potent, and still now progressing. And we can 
likewise apprehend that wereall our thousands of 
members reduced back in number to one stand- 
ard-bearer, and he as well endowed from on 
high, and as faithful in his day as was George 
Fox, the cause upheld would receive an impetus 
more effective than aught which now seems to 
mark the present kind of standard-bearing of 
our combined multitude. How should one, with 
Christ as his majority, “chase a thousand, and 
two put ten thousand to flight!” 

Accordingly our reliance for the standard 
given us to display because of the Truth, is not 
upon numbers. Welcome, indeed, numbers are, 
to get the good of our principles. Thrice wel- 
come such anointed standard-bearers as wil] be 
instruments of spreading the recognition of the 
living Christ. 

Let our essential principles be kept to the 
front, and the gates of hell are not to prevail 
against them, or their true keepers. On the 
rock of Divine revelation of Christ the Son, He 
will build his Church; and other foundation 
can no man lay. In Him, the speaker to our 
condition, is conducted the Divine intercourse 
of our soul’s best life. From Him, as Head 
over all things to his church or people, proceeds, 
when waited for and waited on, the immediate 
direction of its worship, ministry, prayer, praise 
and daily service everywhere. From Him, the 
witness fur Truth, comes the spirit of a true 
speech and a pure language in the mouth of his 
Friends; and the witness against vanity, display, 
the lust of the eye and the pride of life. In 
short, from his inspeaking word emanate all our 
distinguishing principles, as a clear sequence 
—and of the testimonies fur those principles it 
may be said, in the language of Dr. Gregg: 
“For every peculiar testimony, there is a pe- 
culiarly good reason.” 

So while numbers may ebb, and numbers may 
flow—and we are glad of them all when true 
representatives of that which called us into 
being as a Society—our distinguishing principle 
with its essential doctrines is having its onward 
march, and will, we believe, never lack a church 
on earth; and more than this we believe, even 
that the church universal must more and more 
unitedly flow into it, in proportion as “ the 
kingdoms of this earth become the kingdoms of 
our Lord and his Christ.” 

As often heretofore, so now we feel this lan- 
guage revived with comfort: “ When the enemy 
shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord 
shall lift up a standard against him.” “My 
spirit that is upon thee, and my words which I 
have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of 
thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, 
nor out of the mouth of thy seed’s seed, saith the 
Lord, from henceforth and forever.” 


We invite men and women, not to the mere 
absence of furms, but through their absence, to 
the presence of Life; not to bare silence, but by 
way of silence, to the living Word ; not to nega- 
tions, but to affirmations of the witness for Truth; 
not to the nays for themselves, but for the ever- 












































































































































































































































































































